
The topic of the manuscript is highly relevant, given the rapid diffusion of 

electoral gender quotas all over the world. The aim is to study the determinants 

of support for gender quotas in Eastern Europe, however limited to data from the 

Polish Sejm.  

 

The theoretical ambition is to formulate and test the role of three selected 

determinants: the gender of the parliamentarians, party ideology, and candidate 

list experience. 

 

Methodology and data. The methods used are relevant, the analysis good, and 

the author is making the best out of a very limited data set. The dependent 

variable consists of only one question – are voluntary party quotas ‘good’ or 

‘bad’? (even if the author states that we need analyses of the attitudes towards 

various types of gender quotas).  

 

The result is that only economic and religious party ideologies are significant 

factors, not gender nor position on the candidate lists. It is said without any 

argument (p. 18) that the result “can be generalized to other post-communist 

countries in Eastern Europe”. How? Why? (And why only Eastern Europe, 

when we have somewhat similar results for Western Europe – the importance of 

party ideology for party support for gender quotas) 

 

Suggested revisions: The construction of one of the variables, position of the 

candidate list, seems problematic. The hypothesis is that because of the 

“indignity” of being placed lower on the list, those (women) candidates will tend 

be more supportive of gender quotas.  The problem is firstly, as also noticed by 

the author, that all the interviewees were actually elected, and it seems hard to 

argue for any indignity of the position. Secondly, one may argue that it makes a 

big difference if you are number three on the list of a large party in a large 

district or number three on the list of a small party, which just managed to get 

three candidates elected. Other researchers work with different categories, like 

1) the save position, 2) the position your have to fight to win (only winnable if 

the party gains in relation to last election), and 3) the decorative positions on the 

lists. If the small N allows, it could be relevant to reconstruct this variable after 

the two first of these categories (the result may, of course, be the same – not a 

significant factor).  

 


